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		It is important to support parents in the NICU. They should know their childrens' needs and rights and also collaborate with health professionals. Informed parent’s involvement crucially contributes to better responses to preterm babies and their follow-up. 


		
		Paula Guerra,
Co-founder of XXS – Associação Portuguesa de Apoio ao Bebé Prematuro  
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		When it comes to systemic change we must not forget how important all the small initial steps are to spread one’s ideas and start a change of thinking. It’s a long way from an idea to a paradigm shift that takes creativity, commitment, and persistence. 


		
		Matthias Scheffelmeier, Ashoka Germany, Co-director Ashoka Europe, CEO SEND e.V. (i.G.) 
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		Follow-up programmes like SHIPS help to identify health concerns and to start interventions as early as possible. By involving parents in research on follow-up, it is possible to make sure these programmes respond to their needs and those of their preterm children. 


		
		Dr Jennifer Zeitlin, Programme coordinator of SHIPS, Institut national de la santé et de la recherche médicale (INSERM), France 
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			For the best start in life


		

	





	
		
			The European Foundation for the Care of Newborn Infants (EFCNI) is the first pan-European organisation and network to represent the interests of preterm and newborn infants and their families.

We bring together parents, healthcare experts from different disciplines, and scientists with the common goal of improving long-term health of preterm and newborn children. Our vision is to ensure the best start in life for every baby.

With our activities we want to reduce preterm birth rates, ensure the best possible treatment, care, and support and to improve the long-term health of preterm infants and newborns with illnesses.
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                        World Prematurity Day on 17 November is one of the most important days in the year to raise awareness of the challenges and burden of preterm birth globally. Meanwhile, countless individuals and organisations from more than 100 countries join forces with activities, special events and commit to action to help address preterm birth and improve the situation of preterm babies and their families.
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                        The European Standards of Care for Newborn Health project is an interdisciplinary collaboration to develop standards of care for key topics in newborn health. The newly developed standards are supported by 108 healthcare professional societies and 50 parent organisations worldwide. The standards were launched in the European Parliament in Brussels on 28 November 2018.
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                        GLANCE is our global network to represent the interests of babies born preterm and their families, supporting a patient voice in each region of the world. 
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                        The EFCNI Academy is our international education programme for healthcare professionals offering workshops, seminars, and conferences.
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The European Foundation for the Care of Newborn Infants (EFCNI) is the first pan-European organisation and network to represent the interests of preterm and newborn infants and their families.

EFCNI is a non-profit organisation established under German public law | Tax reference number 143/235/22619
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